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standpoint of information concerning his personal polrt =z¢

v}‘ew and because it reflects the think%néhol‘ the sectic: ¢f -
the Brotherhood gurrently in control o e organizatic:.,

there is zt.t.ach;d to this despatch a memo;angu: writtes ¢
%2;‘%3{!}3 t95 e irdaSgcgsggrxt { tweicﬂ ﬂS’KAa"‘éii
Ranain, g1k conctrning e 5RSEH e foo utich REHad it
this memorandum deals with a variety of subjects but thiz 14
certainly does not reflect the dangerously extremist ty;¢ ..
thinking or action normally associated with the Brotherha:’

o 3

i

Although the Brotherhood Eublicly supported the Milis::y-
coup d'etat which occurred in Egypt on July 23, 1952, thers
are increasing evidences that at least certain portions c?
the program evolved by the Military Group are not being ac-
cepted happily by the Brotherhood. This is a discontent w:-:-
is almost certain to grow and may eventually result in cez;.y:
alienation. In such an event, men like Sheikh Al Bakkury z::-
well be expelled from the Brotherhood and the Brotherhood =
become a real problem to the Military Group as it has been %
previous Egyptian governments. In this connection, 1t 1s zc.
teresting to note that the program recently announced by t'.
Wafd Party in accordance with the Political Parties Reforc -
Decree contains a number of un-Wa(d-like clauses dealing w:t)

pudblic morality (i.e. drinking, gambling, movies and relig:;,:
education} which may well have been designed as a deliber:e«
bid for Brotherhood support.

That the Brotherhood has not had a particularly strong
influence within the Military movement to the present time :»
illustrated by the nature of many of the decisions which ki
been taken and particularly by the reiterated intimations i°.
the Group is turning to the Weat in generhl and the Upiter—
States 1in particular for coopeifation. <
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sald that the Koran cannot always be taken literally &nZ v

it must be interpreted in the light of present day necsz. s
added, as an example, that whereas many Moslems believe 34s: ?
the Koran prohibits the consumption of any alcoholic bevesrsssa, *
in fact it prohibits only & certein type of wine which »:s
commonly drunk at the time of Mohamed, He added also 2lat wia' )
program of the Brotherhood would never be imposed by forz» tas-
only as the people were educated to accept 1t.

When asked the number of members that the Brother"..: |-r:f
has and the extent of its public support, he replied th:l.
though there are only 100,000 registered members, the vea: .
majority of the nation supporce the Brotherhood. He n:.v"
however, that relatively few of those who support the %:::
hood fully understend its progrem and its objectives. eisefp’-
the primary task ahead is to make them understand and furits-. 4
win over the support of the intelligensia and the educsis¢ =i-ry
He said he has ordersd that. a study be made to determine s «-v
of the 100,000 registered members actually comprehend ti. L
of the Brotherhood.

Before taking power, Al Baquri said that the Brothepo-: -
would insist upon the following conditions: i

1) The members and the people as a whole must be g2.:1i:
to understand fully the real tenets end program ol the Zporses.
hood.

2) There must be a perfect agreement among the leaicr: .

IslaT in Egypt (which he stated 1a not the case at the j::::
time).

3) The Brotherhood must have the support of the ecuca:s-
classes,

L) There must be no danger of riots or revolutionssr: =-
ity as the Brotherhood does not intend to impose its prages-
force.

5) Non-Moslem Egyptians must be made to understanz ag
objectives of the Brotherhood will not prejudice their ss:a-

He said that the program is & long range one and 3:.:
Brotherhood is not in a hurry. He remarked that under
cumstances would the Brotherhood accept to govern Epgypt .
present time nor does 1t intend .to participate in the nuiv .
tions. He stated that when the Brotherhood séeks politl‘u
powar in’ Eg{pt it will) only be after the aforementionce :
tions have been met and through established constibue-. 2
procedurs. When asked what the Brotherhood's policy w:i...

| CONFIDENTIAL ]




e e . -

LA . T A e— -

DR Q—— o Pag o
TRe [ CONFIDENTIAL | . Mo
. ; (Classifcation] FW"\—QAIEO—»P.

toward other poliéical parties, he replied that the Brother. '
hood does not believe in the principle of political parties,

Communism

The Shelkh emphasized that the Brotherhood i1s opposed i
all communist doctrines., He admitted that there are some ¢e
-munists in the lower ranks of the organization, but pointed
out that they bave no control over policy and will in time u:
poee themselves for what they are.

Dissension within the Brotherhood

Referring to the recent pross report to the effect that
the Supreme Guide had announced that Al Dawa, which is publis:.
by Salah Mustafa Al ASHNAWI, a member of the Executive Counc!:
is not the official organ of the Brotherhood, I asked the Sis.:
to what extent this signifies a lack of unity within the Brg:.
hood. He replied that there is a certain amount of dissensis
caused principally by Ashmawi who has communist connections 4
has been following an independent line. He added that Ashcisg
is anxious to gain hls own supporters and to acceed to the
Supreme Guideship, but that the other members of the Executiy
Council are opposed to him. Ashmawi has not been expelled tu.
cause it would only serve to make a markyr of him and further
widen the prift. T"If given enough rope, Ashmawi will in time &
Eifififji"g? added.

Al Hodeiby

I asked Al Baquri how it had happened that Al Hodeiby hi:
been chosen as Supreme Guide to succeed Hasan Al Banna in vie
of the fac¢t that he is not a Sheikh (as are most of the leaéds::
I believe) and had not previously held an important position
vwithin the Brotherhood.” To this he replied that Al Hodeiby k::
been a particularly loyal and devoted follower of Al Banna a:z:
that he is well versed in Islamic law, He said that followi:;
the death of Al Banne, there were several prominent members u:
aspired to succeed to the Supreme Guideship and that therefore
the elction of an;one of them might have. occasioned a rift wit:
other elements. or this reason Al BAQURI stated that he hiz.
self privately convinced each member of the Executive Counct:
that ﬁodeiby, who ‘had never coneidered himself as a candidet:
for the post, would be an advantageous choice. He said that
since his election the Executive Council had been very pleaset
with the leadership of Hodeiby who has shown much intelliger:e
and insight,

Al BAQURI then related to me a story of how Hodeiby tric:
save Al Banna's life, He said that Al Banna feared that he
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would, be assassinated and that Hodeibi went to him and sug.
gested that the two go to Hodeibi's village where Al Banna.
would be safe from would-be assassins. (I gather that Al
Hodeibi belongs to a particular Arab tribe). Hodeibi offerea
to resign his judgeship and give up his legal career in order
to accompany Al Banna. Although the latter refused, he was
impressed with Hodeibi's loyalty and spirit of sacriffce ane¢
80 stated to Al BAQURI.

Attitude of the Brotherhood toward the Government's Foreign
Q iC!. : .

I asked the Jheikh to comment as to the Brotherhoods's ..
views with regard to the abrogation of the Anglo-Egyptian Treil;
and the present policy towaird Britain. He replied that while¢
the Brotherhood feels that Britain has violated Egyptian sov. -

‘.ereignty, 'nevertheless the present polidy of the Governmerft is
opposing Britsdin is harmful to Egypt. .He stated that the Yozei.
lem Brothers have no faith in Nahas Pasha, who hitherto had jew!
a loyal saervant of the British, and that they bellevé Te 13 5ié
guided by patriotic feelings but rather by coneiderations ef
political expediency. He noted that the Brotherhood cannot -
<pgen1y oppose the Government policy becauas: 1) the peopls wiy:s
tkhen accuse the Brotherhood of being unpatriotic; 2) such a nems
:vould undoubtedly result in retaliatory measures being tekes 3;
+he Wafd against the Brotherhood. Therefore the Brotherhos2 e: .
-only alternative is to remain as aloof as possible from the ..
present controversy. Al BAQURI admitted that individual mensaie
of the Brotherhood are taking gart in guerrilla warfare agsire¢.
the British in the Canal Zone but he pointed out that the
Brotherhood was not encouraging them to do so.

Attitude toward the U.S.A.

After I pointed out to Al BAQURI as best I could the {«
lacy of the accusations sometimes levelled against us for
being "imperialists®”, etc., I asked him.to comment on the
Brotherhood's attitude toward the United States in the preze::
controversy:; He remarked that the Brothsrhood realizes the:
the United States 18 in a difficult position between Egypt -
Britain and that he does not condemn the United States in ¢-
way for its present policy toward Egypt: He said that the
only dispute the Arabs have with the United States is over’
Palestine, adding thet they have been very "offended” by J:<-
ican support of Israel. He ended his remarks by stating tr:-
he hoped that relations between Egypt and the United State:
would improve.
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